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REMARKS 



Claims 1-23 were pending in the subject application. Upon entry of the present 
Amendment, claims 1-3, 5-11, 13-20, 22 are"" amended and new claims 24-50 are newly-added. 
Accordingly, claims 1-50 are pending. Support for the claim amendments and newly-added 
claims can be found throughout the specification, such as at page 3, lines 22-24; page 6, lines 
4-11; page 26, line 5 to page 30, line 2. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully submit that no 
new matter is introduced by the present Amendment and that all pending claims are in 
condition for allowance. Marked-up and clean copies of the claims and specification are 



enclosed. Also enclosed are the formal drawings for the subject application, which have 
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already been approved in the parent application. 




The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge the appropriate filing fee, excess 
claim fee, and any additional fees that may be due to Attorney's Deposit Account No. 20- 
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0531. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: July 27, 2001 
Reg. No. 47,416 




Tel. No.: (6 17) 248-7690 
Fax No.: (6 17) 248-7100 



Elias C. Behrakis 

Agent for Applicants 

Testa, Hurwitz, & Thibeault, LLP 

High Street Tower 

125 High Street 

Boston, Massachusetts 02110 
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MARKED-UP SECTION OF SPECIFICATION 

Cross-Reference to Related Applications 

This application is a continuation of co-pending U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 
09/1 16,558, filed July 15, 1998, which claims priority to and the benefit of copending U.S. 
Patent Application Serial No. 08/893,1 11, filed July 15, 1997. 
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CLEAN COPY OF AMENDMENTS TO SPECIFICATION 



Cross-Reference to Related Applications 

This is a continuation of co-pending U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/1 16,558, 
filed July 15, 1998, which claims priority to and the benefit of U.S. Patent Application Serial 
No. 08/893,111, filed July 15, 1997. 
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MARKED-UP VERSION OF AMENDED CLAIMS 



1 



(Amended) 



A method for controlling access to a product, the method comprising the 



steps of: 

(a) receiving a request for a product from a requestor ; 

(b) generating, substantially at the time the request is received, a license 
string that controls access to the product; and 

(c) transmitting the license string to the requestor. 

2. (Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein step (a) comprises receiving a-the request 
via a distributed communications network. 

3. (Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein step (a) comprisesT 
(a-a) — receiving a r e qu e st for a product; and 

(a-b) — receiving payment information from the requestor. 

5. (Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein step (b) comprises using a cryptographic 
process to generate a-the license string that controls access to the product, 

6. (Amended) The method of claim 4-5_ wherein step (b) compris e s using a the 
cryptographic process te-generates a-the license string by_encoding a character text 
string. , th e lic e ns e string controlling acc e ss to th e product when suppli e d by th e 
r e qu e stor. 

7. (Amended) The method of claim 4-5_ wherein stop (b) compris e s using a the 
cryptographic process te-generates a-the license strin g, the license string being encoded 
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as an upper case alphanumeric string , the charact e rs in th e t e xt string excluding capital 
O, capital I, and numbers 0 and 1 . , the lic e ns e string controlling acc e ss to tho product 
wh e n suppli e d by the requ e stor. 

8. (Amended) The method of claim 4-5_wherein st e p (b) compris e s using a the 
cryptographic process te-generates a-the license string by encoding: 

the-a_date of creation of the license string; 
the-ajiumber of users enabled by the license string; and 
the-a_type of license string created. 

9. (Amended) The method of claim &-5_wherein step (b) furth e r compris es including the 
license string includes validation information in th e g e n e rat e d string . 

10. (Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein step (b) compris e s g e n e rating, substantially 
at th e time tho request is received, a the license string tha^controls access to a single 
facility. 

1 1 . (Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein s t e p (b) comprises g e n e rating, substantially 
at th e tim e th e r e qu e st is received, a the license string that-controls access to multipl e a 
plurality of facilities. 

13. (Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the product functions for only a 

predetermined period of time b e for e th e lic e ns e string is e nt e red if the license string is 
not entered into the product . 
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14. (Amended) The method of claim 13 wherein the license string e xtends th e 
pr e d e t e rmined period of tim e for which the product will function enables the product to 
function beyond the predetermined period of time . 

15. (Amended) A system for controlling access to a product, the system comprising: 

an input unit receiving a request for a product from a requestor ; 

a license string generator in electrical communication with said- the input unit, 
said-the license string generator producing, substantially at the time a-the request is 
received, a license string that controls access to the product; and 

an output unit coupled to the license string generator, the output unit 
transmitting the license string to the requestor. 

16. (Amended) The system of claim 15 wherein said-the input unit is in electrical 
communication with a network and said- the input unit receives a- the request for a-the 
product via the network. 

17. (Amended) The system of claim 15 wherein saM-the license string generator uses a 
cryptographic engine to produce a-the license string. 

18. (Amended) The system of claim 15 wherein said lic e nse string g e n e rator generat e s a the 
license string controlsling access to a single facility. 

19. (Amended) The system of claim 15 wherein said lic e ns e string generator g e n e rat e s a the 
license string controlsMng access to multipl e a plurality of facilities. 
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20. (Amended) The system of claim 1 5 wherein said-the output unit is in electrical 

communication with a network and said -the output unit transmits the product and the 
associat e d license string to the requestor via the network. 

22. (Amended) An article of manufacture having computer-readable program means for 

electronically distributing a product, the computer-readable program means comprising: 

computer-readable program means for receiving a request for a product from a 
requestor ; 

computer-readable program means for generatin g, substantially at the time the 
request is received, a license string that enables the product when supplied by the 
requestor; 

computer-readable program means for associating the license string with the 
product; and 

computer-readable program means for transmitting the product and the 
associated license string to the requestor. 
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2. 



3. 



CLEAN COPY OF ALL PENDING CLAIMS 




ended) A method for controlling access to a product, the method composing the 
steps of: 

(a) receiving a request for a product from a requestor/ 

(b) generating, substantially at the time the request is received, a license 
string that controls access to the product; and 

(c) transmitting the license string to the / requestor. 

(Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein^tep (a) comprises receiving the request via 
a distributed communications network. 

(Amended) The method of claim / wherein step (a) comprises receiving payment 
information from the requestor 

The method of claim 3 fu/iher comprising the step of verifying the received payment 
information. 



5. (Amended) The/method of claim 1 wherein step (b) comprises using a cryptographic 
process to generate the license string that controls access to the product. 

6. (Amendea) The method of claim 5 wherein the cryptographic process generates the 
license string by encoding a character text string. 
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7. 



8. 



(Amended) The method of claim 5 wherein the cryptographic process generates the 

j 

license string, the license string being encoded as an upper case alphanumeric string 
excluding capital O, capital I, and numbers 0 and 1. 

claim 5 wherein the cryptographic process generates the 



(Amended) The method o 
license string by encoding: 

a date of creation of the license string; 
a number of users enabled by the license string; and 
a type of license string created. 

9. (Amended) The method pf claim 5 wherein the license string includes validation 
information. 



1 0. (Amended) The method 
facility. 



of claim 1 wherein the license string controls access to a single 



11. (Amended) The methoq of claim 1 wherein the license string controls access to a 
plurality of facilities. 

12. The method of claim 1 jvherein step (c) comprises transmitting the license string to the 
requestor via a distributed communications network. 



13. (Amended) Themethop 
predetermined period o 



of claim 1 wherein the product functions for only a 
time if the license string is not entered into the product. 
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14. (Amended) The method of claim 13 wherein the license string enables the product to 

/ 

function beyond the predetermined period of time. / 

/ 

/ 

15. (Amended) A system for controlling access to a product, the' system comprising: 

an input unit receiving a request for a product from a requestor; 

a license string generator in electrical communication with the input unit, the 
license string generator producing, substantially A the time the request is received, a 
license string that controls access to the product; and 

an output unit coupled to the licence string generator, the output unit 
transmitting the license string to the requestor. 

16. (Amended) The system of claim 15 wherein the input unit is in electrical 
communication with a network and the input unit receives the request for the product 
via the network. 

17. (Amended) The system of claim 15 wherein the license string generator uses a 
cryptographic ^ngine to produce the license string. 

18. (Amended) The system of claim 15 wherein the license string controls access to a 
single facility. 

19. (Amended) The system of claim 15 wherein the license string controls access to a 
plurality of facilities. 
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20. (Amended) The system of claim 15 wherein the output unit is in electrical 
communication with a network and the output unit transmits the producer and the license 
string to the requestor via the network. y 

/ 

21. An article of manufacture having computer-readable program means embodied thereon, 
the computer- readable program means comprising the/system of claim 15. 

22. (Amended) An article of manufacture having computer-readable program means for 
electronically distributing a product, the copfiputer-readable program means comprising: 

computer-readable program me^ans for receiving a request for a product from a 
requestor; 

computer-readable program means for generating, substantially at the time the 
request is received, a license string that enables the product when supplied by the 
requestor; 

computer^readable program means for associating the license string with the 
product; and 

iputer-readable program means for transmitting the product and the 
associated license string to the requestor. 

23. Tme article of manufacture of claim 22 further comprising computer-readable program 
means for receiving payment information from the requestor. 
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1 



{NeW)sA method of controlling access to a product, the method comprising the steps 



to access a product from a requestor, the product providing 
peijtaining to at least one project; 

string that enables access to the information pertaining to the 



receiving a request 
access to information 



forming a license 
at least one project; and 

transmitting the lfcense string to the requestor. 

25. (New) The method of claim 24 wherein the request is received via a distributed 
communications netwo; k. 

26. (New) The method of < ;laim 24 wherein the request includes payment information 
associated with the req lestor. 



27. (New ) The method o 
information. 



claim 26 further comprising the step of verifying the payment 



28. (New) The method off claim 24 wherein a cryptographic process forms the license 
string. 

29. (New) The method of claim 28 wherein the cryptographic process forms the license 
string by encoding a lharacter text string. 

30. (New) The method of claim 28 wherein the cryptographic process encodes the license 
string as an upper case alphanumeric string excluding capital O, capital I, and numbers 
Oand 1. 
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28 wherein the cryptographic process forms the license 



31. (New) The method of claim 
string by encoding: 

a date of creation of tjhe license string; 
a number of users en ibled by the license string; and 
a type of license strii g created. 



32. (New) The method of clairr 
information. 

33. (New) The method of claim 
time the request is received 



28 wherein the license string includes validation 



24 wherein the license string is formed substantially at the 



34. (New) The method of claim 24 wherein the license string enables access to information 
pertaining to a plurality of projects. 



35. (New) The method 
via a distributed 



36. (New) The method 

period of time if the license 



of claibi 24 wherein the license string is transmitted to the requestor 
communifcations network. 



of claibi 24 wherein the product functions for only a predetermined 
string is not entered into the product. 



37. (New) The method of claim 36 wherein the license string enables the product to 
function beyond the predetermined period of time. 

38. (New) The method of claim 24 wherein the information pertaining to the at least one 
project corresponds to a virtual workroom. 
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39. (New) The method of claim 3,8 wherein the virtual workroom provides access to files, 
data, and discussion information associated with the at least one project. 



40. (New) The method of claim 38 wherein the virtual workroom corresponds to a 
collection of HTML pages. 

41. (New) A system for controlling access to a product, the system comprising: 

an input unit receiving a request to access a product from a requestor, the 
product providing access tp information pertaining to at least one project; 

a license string generator in electrical communication with the input unit, the 
license string generator forming a license string that enables access to the information 
pertaining to the at least >ne project; and 

an output unit co ipled to the license string generator, the output unit 
transmitting the license string to the requestor. 

42. (New) The system of ciaim 41 wherein the input unit is in electrical communication 
with a network and the/input unit receives the request via the network. 

43. (New) The system of claim 41 wherein the license string generator uses a 
cryptographic engine to produce the license string. 

44. . (New) The system o: claim 41 wherein the license string is formed substantially at the 

time the request is received. 

45. (New) The system on claim 41 wherein the license string enables access to information 
pertaining to a pluraliw of projects. 
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46. (New) The system of claim 41 wherein the output unit is in electrical communication 
with a network and the output unit transmits the product ar^fhe license string to the 
requestor via the network. X 

47. (New) The system of claim 41 wherein tWmformation pertaining to the at least one 
^ project corresponds to a virtual woria'oom. 

48. (New) The system of claim47 wherein the virtual workroom provides access to files, 
data, and discussiorrkrfbrmation associated with the at least one project. 

49. (New) The^ystem of claim 47 wherein the virtual workroom corresponds to a 
collection of HTML pages. 

50. / (New) An article of manufacture having computer-readable program means embodied 
/ thereon, the computer-readable program means comprising the system of claim 41 . 



